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Explore 10 lines on Basavanna, the great philosopher and saint. Learn about his teachings, impact,
and legacy that continue to inspire today.

Have you ever wondered how one individual’s thoughts could change the course of an entire
society? Basavanna, a 12th-century philosopher, poet, and social reformer, is a perfect example of
such an individual. Born in 1105 CE in the village of Bagewadi, Karnataka, Basavanna played a
crucial role in shaping religious and social thought in India.

He founded the Lingayat movement, which rejected the rigid caste system and traditional Hindu
rituals. Basavanna taught that true devotion to God should come from the heart, and not from

external rituals. His focus on equality, social justice, and spiritual self-realization resonated
with many, and his ideas continue to influence millions today.
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Through his Vachanas, Basavanna spread his message of personal devotion to Lord Shiva. He
believed that anyone, regardless of their social status, could achieve spiritual liberation by leading
a humble and honest life. His vision of a society where individuals were not judged by caste or
status brought forth a significant transformation in religious and social practices in India.

What is the teaching of Basaveshwara?

Basaveshwara, also known as Basavanna, taught spirituality, equality, and social reform. His
teachings focused on the importance of direct devotion to God through the worship of Lord Shiva
in the form of Ishtalinga. He rejected caste divisions and emphasized that all individuals are
equal in the eyes of God.

Basavanna promoted personal experience and self-realization rather than reliance on ritualistic
practices. He believed that a person could attain spiritual liberation through sincere devotion and
leading a simple, honest life. His teachings also encouraged the breaking of societal norms and the
pursuit of truth through a pure heart and mind.

What did Basavanna say?

Basavanna said many profound things, particularly in his Vachanas (poetic verses). Some of his
key sayings include:

“A true devotee does not care for external rituals, but feels the presence of God in the
heart.“
“The mind is like a field; it is what you sow that will grow.“
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“Do not look at others; look only at yourself. You are your own greatest teacher.“
“God is not in temples, but in the hearts of the devotees.“

His teachings centered on spirituality, inner transformation, and social equality, and they
continue to inspire people today.

Who is the wife of Basavanna?

The wife of Basavanna was Sumati, a woman from a high caste family. However, Basavanna’s
teachings focused on spiritual union rather than social conventions like marriage. Despite his
marital life, his primary commitment was to the divine and to breaking the bonds of caste, ritual,
and societal restrictions.

Which movement was started by Basavanna?

Basavanna is credited with starting the Lingayat movement. This was a reformist religious
movement that rejected traditional Hindu rituals, the caste system, and the dominance of Brahmin
priests.

It emphasized personal devotion to Shiva and promoted the practice of wearing an Ishtalinga, a
symbolic representation of Lord Shiva. The movement aimed at social reform and equality,
encouraging followers to live a life free from societal discrimination and to practice devotion
through simplicity and humility.

10 Lines on Basavanna In English

Here are 10 lines on Basavanna in English:

1. Basavanna was a 12th-century philosopher, statesman, and poet from Karnataka, India.
2. He is known for founding the Lingayat sect, which rejects caste distinctions.

3. Basavanna was an advocate of social equality and spiritual liberation.
4. His teachings were deeply rooted in the idea of devotion to God and self-realization.
5. He emphasized the importance of personal experience of the divine over ritualistic practices.
6. Basavanna’s contributions to Vachana poetry are highly regarded, with his verses focusing on

spiritual wisdom.
7. He rejected the traditional Brahminical rituals and promoted a simple, direct path to God.
8. Basavanna was also known for his role in the Veerashaiva movement, which aimed at social

reforms.
9. His famous symbol, the Ishtalinga, represents the devotion to Lord Shiva.



10. Basavanna’s teachings continue to inspire millions of people and influence modern-day spiritual
practices in India.

Short Essay on Basavanna

Basavanna was a prominent 12th-century philosopher, statesman, and poet from Karnataka, India.
He is widely recognized as the founder of the Lingayat sect, a reformist movement that rejected
caste discrimination and ritualistic practices, emphasizing personal devotion and spiritual
enlightenment.

Basavanna’s teachings promoted the idea of social equality and self-realization through a direct
connection with God, specifically through the worship of Lord Shiva in the form of Ishtalinga.

He was a major advocate for the idea that one could attain spiritual liberation through simple
devotion, without the need for traditional rituals and caste-based segregation.

Basavanna’s poetic contributions, particularly his Vachanas, are still regarded as an essential part
of Kannada literature. His Vachanas expressed his deep spiritual insights and call for social
justice, encouraging people to live an honest, humble life free from the constraints of societal
norms.

His teachings continue to influence many and are regarded as a source of wisdom for spiritual
seekers, promoting equality and inner peace.

Basavanna Vachana in English

Here is a famous Vachana by Basavanna in English:

“A stone is not broken by a hammer, but by a touch of the divine.
Likewise, the heart is not changed by reasoning, but by the grace of God.“

When was Basavanna born?

Basavanna was born in the year 1105 CE in the village of Bagewadi, located in present-day
Karnataka, India.

Basavanna Wikipedia IN English

You can explore more about Basavanna on his Wikipedia page for detailed information about his
life, teachings, and contributions.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basava


Basavanna Information in English

Basavanna was a spiritual leader and social reformer who is remembered for his rejection of the
caste system and ritualistic practices. He believed in a personal connection with God and
emphasized the importance of living a life of simplicity and devotion.

His teachings influenced not only the religious landscape of Karnataka but also contributed to the
broader Indian reform movements, especially in terms of promoting equality and social justice.

Basavanna Daughter Name

There is no widely known or recorded name for Basavanna’s daughter in historical texts. Most of
the focus on Basavanna’s life centers around his spiritual and social reforms rather than his family
life.

Basavanna Death Date

Basavanna is believed to have passed away around the year 1167 CE in Kudalasangama,
Karnataka, where he attained samadhi (spiritual liberation) after spending his final years as a
teacher and philosopher.

Wrap Up

In conclusion, Basavanna’s teachings continue to resonate across generations, as his ideas on
spirituality and social equality challenge the norms of today’s society as well.

His contribution to literature through Vachanas not only enriched Kannada literature but also
played a vital role in shaping the spiritual identity of many people, especially in Karnataka.

The Lingayat movement, which he founded, was revolutionary and continues to impact religious
and social structures, fostering a sense of equality and devotion over rigid caste-based practices.

Basavanna’s teachings are timeless, as they advocate for inner truth, the power of devotion, and
the rejection of superficial rituals. His influence is felt not only in Karnataka but across India, and
his message of breaking barriers continues to inspire those who seek equality and spiritual
freedom.

By emphasizing personal experience of the divine and rejecting societal divides, Basavanna’s
contributions remain a beacon of hope for a more inclusive and compassionate world. Whether

through his poetry or his radical teachings, his impact will continue to shape future generations.
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